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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

270439Z 130689/12 

R 261421Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7778 

SECRET JIDDA 2303 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SA, US 

SUBJECT: MOBILE ASSAULT BRIDGES 

REF: STATE 61689 

1 . IN THE CONTEXT OF THE USG REVIEW OF ARMS SALES POLICY, 

THERE IS SENSITIVITY TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT WE MIGHT WISH TO 
DENY TO THE SAG CERTAIN MILITARY ITEMS. THIS WILL BE THE 
FIRST INSTANCE OF OUR SEEKING TO CANCEL THE SALE OF MILITARY 
HARDWARE- AND AN ITEM ALREADY APPROVED. THEREFORE IT COULD 
CAUSE THE SAUDIS TO DIG IN THEIR HEELS EVEN FOR AN ITEM SO 
OBVIOUSLY INAPPROPRATE FOR SAUDI TERRAIN. 

2. HOWEVER, IF HANDLED THE RIGHT WAY, I.E., DRAWING ON 
THOUGHTS CONTAINED IN PARAS ONE AND TWO REFTEL, AND NOTING THAT 
IT IS AN ITEM THAT SAG DOES NOT NEED, WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO 

INFORM THE SAUDIS AND GET THEIR AGREEMENT WITHOUT CAUSING A 
MAJOR PROBLEM. IN EFFECT, OUR THEME WILL BE BASED ON THE ASSUMP- 
TION THAT THEY DON'T WANT TO PURCHASE A $15 MILLION 
ITEM THEY DON'T NEED. 

3. WE PROPOSE THAT USMTM INFORM MODA AT A LEVEL WHICH WILL 
BE HIGH ENOUGH TO GET A REASONABLY RAPID RESPONSE WITH- 
OUT ATTRACTING UNDUE ATTENTION TO THE REQUEST FOR CANCEL- 
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